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Marseillaise was written in a glow, for a specific and stirring occasion, 
with no view to its extended or enduring use. By its own intrinsic 
might it worked its way from its native Strasbourg to Marseilles, 
from Marseilles to Paris, from Paris through the whole land and to the 
ends of the earth. As to our own national lyrics, " The Star-Spangled 
Banner," which has not yet its equal, was written on the back of an old 
letter, under the stress of intense feeling, on the author's seeing our flag 
still flying on Fort McHenry after a night's bombardment which he 
had watched with intense solicitude. The song of Yankee Doodle 
neither has nor merits an authentic history ; while the tune has hardly 
fewer reputed birthplaces than Homer had, and antiquaries are divided 
between the theory of its indigenous origin, its adaptation from an old 
English nursery rhyme, and its importation from Holland, to say noth- 
ing of the real or pretended identification of it by Kossuth as an ancient 
Hungarian air. The prize and the competitors for it have furnished 
Mr. White an occasion for writing a not unamusing, yet utterly need- 
less book, in which, besides divers things well said about national 
hymns, he gives us a narrative of the proceedings of the committee, 
and specimens of the best and the worst of the twelve hundred pieces 
submitted to their adjudication. 



17. — Memoir of Thomas Fowell Buxton: embracing a Historical 
Sketch of Emancipation in the West Indies, and of the Niger Expe- 
dition for the Suppression of the Slave Trade. By Mary A. Col- 
lier. Boston: American Tract Society. 1861. 16mo. pp.290. 

We are glad to recognize the timeliness that marks the operations of 
the Boston publishing agency of the American Tract Society. From 
our list of new publications for the present and the last quarter, it will 
be seen. that the wants and needs of the army have been amply pro- 
vided for, and as appropriately as amply. It is no doubt with reference 
to the forcing of fundamental questions about slavery upon the nation 
faster than we feel ready to meet them, that this Memoir of Buxton 
has now been published. It is much abridged from the biography 
prepared by his son, but is still sufficiently full, both in its details of 
Buxton's private character and its narrative of the great events in 
which he was the prime mover. The materials are selected with care 
and good judgment, and the style is easy and elegant. We would 
gladly, if we could, draw courage for our own future from the safety of 
emancipation in the British colonies ; but we cannot argue from what 
took place in a time of peace, and with every possible safeguard for 
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the public tranquillity, to what might occur in a season of tumult and 
violence. Emancipation may on either side be made the last resort as 
a war-measure ; but we hope not. Much as we abhor slavery, we 
deprecate for both parties its termination from any other than philan- 
thropic motives and measures, and this termination — already made 
sure — is now reduced to a mere question of time. 



18. — The Last Political Writings of Gen. Nathaniel Lton, U. S. A., 
with a Sketch of his Life and Military Services. New York : Rudd 
and Carleton. 1861. 12mo. pp. 275. 

This book has very much the air of having been made on specula- 
tion. "We thank the anonymous author of the Memoir, whose materials 
were scanty, but who has done his best to commemorate the integrity 
and probity, loyalty and courage, of one of those young patriot martyrs 
whose blood has renewed the life-blood of the nation. But consider- 
ably more than half of the volume is occupied by a series of newspaper 
articles written in furtherance of the election of the present President 
of the United States, worthily instrumental in advancing that end, yet 
not endowed with any of the characteristics which would have made 
the writer willing to put them into a permanent form, and to identify 
his posthumous reputation with them. The volume closes with two 
elegiac poems, the first of perhaps a little more than the average merit 
of " machine-made " poetry, the other a mere burlesque of the senti- 
ments it honestly meant to express. 



19. — Memorial Volume of the First Fifty Tears of the American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. Boston. 1861. 
8vo. pp. 448. 

Intending to review this volume in our next number, we would 
now barely announce its appearance and indicate its contents. In 
1860, the Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions completed its 
first half-century. The occasion was commemorated by suitable relig- 
ious exercises, and appropriate discourses and addresses. The narra- 
tive of this meeting, with such of its exercises as were furnished for 
publication, fills the first forty pages of the " Memorial Volume." The 
residue is devoted to a history of the Board and of its Missions, with 
an Appendix of valuable documents, lists, and statistics. The work has 
been prepared by Rev. Dr. Anderson, whose connection with the Board 
for nearly forty years has been among the most worthy subjects of grat- 
itude connected with its history. 



